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Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 14, the last two lines, it is unclear 
what applicant intends as "a spring" because in the elected embodiment of Fig. 7, 
comprising the radial teeth, there does not appear to be a spring member. The claims 
were examined as best understood. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Hadley (US 4,014,449) as applied to claim 14 and further in view of Dischler (US 

6,729,487). Hadley discloses an anti-tamper cap comprising an a cap with an internally 

threaded body (2) and a cap envelope (1) shaped to prevent access to the threaded 

body and connected thereto through a radial free tripper (6, 8) allowing rotation only in 

the screwing direction by hand while requiring a tool (24) for rotation in an opposite 

direction due to engagement of contacting surfaces (see Fig. 1 ). The free tripper 
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includes radial teeth (8) on the external surface of the internally threaded member (2) 
and protuberances (6) on an internal surface of the cap envelope (1 ) and the flexibility 
of the radial teeth reads as a "spring". Dischler discloses a similar cap but includes 
polygonal shaped knurls (see Fig. 12B). At the time the invention was made, it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the cap of Hadley with 
knurls as disclosed in Dischler in order to improve the finger grip to the cap. The 
combination with a tire valve is considered as intended use of which Hadley would be 
capable. 

Response to Remarks 

Applicant argues that the reference to Hadley fails to disclose a "spring". In the 
examiner disagrees because, similar to applicant's elected embodiment Hadley 
discloses a "spring" in the operation of the teeth in that they are flexible thus "spring" 
back into engagement after being deflected. Furthermore, as noted above, the claims 
refer to the spring as a separate element which is indefinite since there is not a separate 
spring element shown in the elected embodiment of Fig. 7. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Flemming Saether whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7071. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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